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Bristol Area Downs Syndrome Support

Summer 2006 Newsletter

Hi Everyone,

We hope you all had a great summer and are looking forward to the events we have arranged for the rest of the year.

Whilst talking to some of you over the holidays, we have discovered that some of you thought that the group activities were for the child with downs syndrome and their parents only, the activities are for the whole family or anyone to help and make the trip fun. So come along and join in the fun we get up to.  If there is an event you would like us to arrange, please speak to any committee member.

We have updated the website, please take a look in-between newsletters, if we receive information we know will be of interest to you it will be posted there immediately.

Something Special – CBeebies Channel

Something Special has launched a brand new series, it is on Saturday and Sunday mornings at 9.00 am and repeated at 3.00 pm for more details please visit www.makaton.org/resources/something-special.htm
Dave is touring nationally from February next year, with his Get up an Go show, which is suitable for children up to 6 years old for more details please visit

www.davebensonphillips.co.uk
Up Coming Events
Sibshop

Just to remind you the next Sibshop is on Sunday 1st October at the Southville centre.  For those of you already booked we will contact you nearer the time with details.

Coffee Mornings

The next coffee morning will be held at Hop Skip and Jump on Friday 29th September, ring Helen England on 0117 944 4778 for more details.

AGM Meeting, Sunday 12th November 2.00 pm 

This year’s meeting will be held at Hop, Skip and Jump from 3pm – 5pm.  Don’t forget to bring along a picnic and have a look at the books and toys that will be on sale. 
We hope to invite Mike Rowall from Bristol Ability Sports to the meeting so that he can show you the sort of things he could offer your child.  If enough parents are interested, he will be able to set up a weekly coaching session for all children.  Please let Nikki Fish know if you are interested in the sports coaching on 0117 966 5744.  

Christmas Party

This years Christmas party will be on Saturday 2nd December from 2.30 pm – 6.00 pm at the Southville Centre.  We will be sending out invites in early November.

Ten Pin Bowling, Avonmeads Retail Park – Wednesday 25th October at 10.45 am

We have booked 5 bowling lanes, the cost will only be £1.30 per person.  As we have to book the lanes, we do need to know in advance if you are coming. 
Please return the attached reply slip, plus a cheque payable to BADSS (£1.30 per person) to Jane Yeoman by 16th October.
Theatre trips

There are a few tickets left for the Three Musketeers on Saturday 13th January at 2.00 pm at the Bristol Old Vic if you are interested in going please return the attached reply slip to Betty Humphries immediately.

We have booked tickets for Cats at the Bristol Hippodrome on Tuesday 28th November at 7.30pm tickets cost £12.50. Tickets are very limited so please contact Betty Humphries 0117 956 1915 by 21st September and them confirm using the attached reply slip to.

We have also booked tickets for Fame at the Bristol Hippodrome on Monday 19th February at 7.30 pm tickets cost £10.40 and again are very limited.  Please send the attached reply slip to Betty Humphries by the end of September.

In confidence 

If you would really like to go on any of the event organised by the group but find the cost of them too much for your budget please contact any of the committee.
Other News and Help Required
Christmas Book
We would like to put together a Christmas book, looking back over the year at BADSS events, celebrating any achievements you are proud and want to share with everyone or just getting your children to contribute in any way, such as writing a poem or painting a picture. If there is anything you would like us to include in the book send please to Deborah Griffiths at 

15 Lansdown, Yate, BS37 4LS

or by email to dg007f9637@blueyonder.co.uk
Down To Earth Group
We have some more young people that have become ready for the Down to Earth Group, is there anyone that would like to run another group, please contact Sandie Davis on 0117 9708324 for further details.

Drama Group
Acta have set up an after school youth theatre, children and young adults will have the chance to explore their theatre skills, create performances and have lots of fun.  There will be two groups for special needs children aged 9-15 (time 4.00 pm - 5.15 pm) and 15-25 (time 5.30 pm – 7.00 pm), these courses will be run on Tuesdays at Warmley Park Special School.  If your child is in the younger group and attends Warmley Park they will be able to stay at school and have refreshments and relax with an Acta worker.  Sessions and enrolment are free of charge, the first session starts on Tuesday 19th September but children will be able to join throughout the year.  For further information about Acta please visit www.acta-bristol.com or telephone 0117 953 2448.  Your child does not need to attend the above school to join in the group.

Eastenders
For those that haven’t heard Eastenders has a story line about the birth of a child with Downs Syndrome. The BBC have been consulting the DSA about the story. Eastenders are planning to run the story long term which will be interesting.  They say they have started it off deliberately bleak as it reflects many people's experience. It's going to get more cheerful as the characters learn about Downs Syndrome and drop their misconceptions and prejudice. 
This should be very good news but probably does mean we will all be asked more about our experiences by people we come into contact with.
Events – for some trips we need to be able to give the venues numbers so please cut out and fill in the forms attached

Bowling at Hollywood Bowl – 25th October  


Adults' Names
Childrens' Names and Ages
Phone Number 

Please include a cheque (payable to BADSS) for £1.30 per person
Please send to Jane by Monday 16th October
REPLY SLIP for Theatre Trips

Name:……………………………………………………..
Address:……………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………..

	
	Cats Bristol Hippodrome
	Three Musketeers Bristol Old Vic
	Fame Bristol Hippodrome

	Show Date::
	28th Nov 2006
	13th Jan 2007
	19th Feb 2007

	Show Time::
	7.30 pm
	
	7.30 pm

	Number of tickets required::
	
	
	

	Ticket Cost::
	£12.50
	£9.50
	£10.40

	Total Cost::
	
	
	


Please include a cheque (payable to BADSS), add £1.00 post and packing to the total cost of tickets

Please send to Betty by return of post for Cats and by Thursday 28th September for Three Musketeers and Fame
Please return to: 


Betty Humphries,


Woodstock


1 Quarry Road


Frenchay


BRISTOL











Please return to: 


Jane Yeoman, 


40 Chipperfield Drive,


Kingswood, 


Bristol BS15 4DS











Questions?        Call Andrew King on 01454 315469  or   email andy@dsa-bristol.org.uk


