Families-in-Touch
Purpose of the Service
Families in Touch work with families from the Bristol area, who have children with special needs and disabilities, either physical, emotional, social or behavioural. Families with a disabled child (or children) often feel isolated, the aim of Families in Touch is to help relieve the stress and isolation. There are enormous benefits to be derived through the informal contact of other people, who are either in the same situation or experiencing similar problems, rather than meeting them through statutory avenues for the social, medical or educational needs of their disabled child or children.

Service Criteria
On a practical level we provide;

Playdays
These are held every Monday and Friday during all school holidays (except bank holidays), for the Disabled children and their brothers and sisters, so creating an integrated environment which is particularly valuable to children who may attend special schools. Qualified play leaders and volunteers help the children with activities. Parents may accompany their children or if preferred leave them, thus offering a form of respite care.

Outings & Activities
We arrange visits every Wednesday to various venues during all school holidays for all family members.

We hold social family activities such as theatre trips, discos and a Christmas party. We also hold various fundraising activities.

Membership
There is an annual membership fee of £25 per family. This ensures that each family is registered and receives newsletters quarterly, plus any other relevant information from the management committee or co-ordinators.

Newsletters
We publish a quarterly newsletter informing parents of forthcoming activities and articles on disability or special needs in general. It is distributed to other groups and organisations in the statutory and voluntary sectors, enabling information to be shared and providing a basis for multi-agency approach.

Coffee Mornings
These are held once a month offering an opportunity for parents/carers to meet informally to share advice, information and problems. Parents are also encouraged to be involved with the groups activity planning.

Contact Us
Families in Touch (Bristol) (Affiliated to CAF), Beachley Walk Centre, Beachley Walk, Old Barrow Hill, Shirehampton, Bristol, BS11 9PU .Tel: 0117 982 0584
